July 17, 2019

The Honorable Raul M. Grijalva
Chair, House Committee on Natural Resources

The Honorable Deb Haaland
Chair, House Committee on Natural Resources
Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests and Public Lands

The Honorable Rob Bishop
Ranking Member, House Committee on Natural Resources

The Honorable Don Young
Ranking Member, House Committee on Natural Resources
Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands

Dear Representatives Grijalva, Haaland, Bishop and Young:

We are writing to convey our strong support for H.R. 1572, bipartisan legislation to support
botanical sciences, develop a preference policy for the use of native seed in restoration activities,
and support the use of regionally adapted native plant materials for restoration work on public

lands.

Attached you will find 1,980 signatures. We represent all 50 states and Puerto Rico. Our
professional affiliations are diverse and include over 700 organizations and professions. Many of
us are professionals in the botanical sciences (professors, scientists, ecological/restoration
practitioners, ranchers, seed growers, horticulturalists, educators, consultants, etc.) and related
fields. H.R. 1572 aligns with our personal and professional values and supports the important
work we do.

As you know, diverse, resilient habitats are critical to the health of public lands, their use for
identified public benefit purposes, their capacity to support critical pollinators, and the mitigation
of threats posed by fire, erosion, disease and invasive plant species. Land restoration and
maintenance approaches oriented around supporting native plant communities result in
significant cost-savings in maintenance over time and promotes both environmental and
economic goals. We are proud to be helping to support these objectives and appreciate very
much the helping hand that H.R. 1572 will provide to these efforts.

We appreciate your consideration of this legislation and hope that you will be able to advance the
bill in the legislative process.

Sincerely,

Cara Abbott James Ackerman Michael Adler
Karen Abbott Amanda Adams Alison Agneray
Morgan Abbott Michael Adams Virginia Albertson
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